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still from Vacuum by Adel Abidin

These works all share conditions in which physical movement is impossible and space becomes thick with potential energy. Some kind of imaginative travel results, not extensive outward travel but an intensive journey into imagined or virtual geography. In works by Tamer el-Said and Fadia Abboud, from the confines of domesticity the imagination turns erotically inward, fanning flames both lewd and tender. Adel Abidin and Sobhi al-Zobaidi show that exile from one’s country or confinement right at home demand a creative re-imagination of geography (with a little technological assistance), to bring the sea back home or stave off the endless expanse of snow. While Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza have long felt the implosive effect of physical immobility, this paralysis struck Lebanon with brutal suddenness during the Israeli bombardment this summer. Videomakers imagined audiences who would bear witness to their vulnerability, as in the works by Ghassan Salhab and Beirut DC/Samidoun. In Akram Zaatari’s documentary, territorial disputes from the history of the civil war are crammed into a small house in southern Lebanon until it implodes, becoming no longer a building but a force field. And similarly, Sobhi al-Zobaidi shows that Jerusalem’s heavily disputed territory cannot hold up to efforts to narrate it, instead splintering into tragicomic fragments of fact and fiction.

Title: On a Monday 

Director: Tamer el-Said

Country: Egypt

Duration: 10:00

Year: 2004

Category: Narrative

In this gentle story, two characters discover something about themselves that returns love to a state of mystery.

Title: Three Short Films by Wife and Aunties 

Director: Fadia Abboud

Country: Australia 

Duration: 10:00 
Year: 2005

Category: Experimental

Housework on a steamy afternoon. Lock up your falafels!

Title: Vacuum

Director: Adel Abidin

Country: Finland

Duration: 3:00 excerpt of 8:00 loop

Year: 2005

Category: Performance

An Iraqi exile comes to terms with the Finnish landscape.

Title: An Outing About the Sea 

Director: Sobhi al-Zobaidi

Country: Palestine

Duration: 10:00

Year: 2005

Category: Documentary

Realizing that their landscape has been made a stranger to them, young Palestinians in Gaza attempt to recreate it in memory.

Title: Dead Time 

Director: Ghassan Salhab

Country: Lebanon

Duration: 6:00

Year: 2006

Category: Communiqué

Paralyzed by the Israeli bombardment of Lebanon and isolated from the outside world, the filmmaker tries to invent a new form of communication.

Title: From Beirut to ... Those Who Love Us  

Director: Beirut DC and Samidoun

Country: Lebanon

Duration: 6:00 

Year: 2006

Category: Communiqué

Floated on the internet like a message in a bottle, this video made during the 2006 war on Lebanon asks the world, Are you still out there? 

Title: In This House 

Director: Akram Zaatari

Country: Lebanon

Duration: 30:00

Year: 2004

Category: Experimental documentary

It could have been a heart-warming account of the meeting, 15 years later, between a Christian family and the left-wing fighter who occupied their house during the war. But since nobody is willing to be photographed, it’s mostly about digging.

Title: Looking Awry (Again) 

Director: Sobhi Al-Zobaidi

Country: Palestine

Duration: 30:00

Year: 2005

Category: Fiction

No matter how much money you throw at it, a documentary on Arab-Israeli harmony is going to come out as fiction. 

